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Souron: U.S. Energy Information Administration, About U.S. Natural Gas Pipelines

~ 40 million acres of rights-of-way across the U.S.

Ecological value of habitat Cost-effectiveness of habitat | Compatibility with E/T operations| Public/partner engagement value
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Rights-of-Way as Habitat Working Group

Since 2015, the Rights-of-Way as
Habitat Working Group has been
facilitated by UIC’s Sustainable
Landscapes Program

The Working Group works with a wide
range of partners interested in:

Electric Utilities
Renewables

_ . _ Oil and Gas

« Enhancing and expanding habitat

« Removing barriers to nature
conservation near infrastructure

« Transforming sustainability with
climate and biodiversity

Federal
Tribal
State
Local

Agencies

Transportation

Roads and Highways
Railroads

Water / Commodities
Data / Information

Conservation
Environmental
Industry

Technical
Experts

Researchers
Practitioners
Suppliers



gROWing Chicago Habitat

...a framework for habitat
conservation in the Chicago
Wilderness Region

* Realization of recommendations
from a strategic road mapping
exercise conducted in 2021

« 57 partners from conservation
groups, utility and transportation
organizations, landowners, and more

 Over 30 habitat restoration

projects started by partners since
2022

« Collaborated on 8 funding pursuits
with gROWing Chicago Habitat
Partners

T B Map credit: Field Museum ——— Gy




gROWing Chicago Habitat Goals
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Chicago Habitat

* Host meetings * Pursue funding * Implement

« Connect - Foster projects
partners and partnerships * Encourage
landowners sustainable

initiatives
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gROWing Alignment

gROWing Chicago encourages energy
and transportation lands to connect
greenspaces, protected lands, and
communities across Chicagoland in
support of regional plans and goals.

How Chicago area residents would spend $100 on the 10 climate outcomes
envisioned in the Chicago Climate Action Plan. City of Chicago.

GREEN VISION - 2025

( wilderness
Prioritizing Green Growing With
Infrastructure \ Agriculture

s
w$SS

Conserving HEALTHY j_ : Managing
Land for LANDS | "~ Healthy
Biodiversity WATER Landscapes

PEOPLE
PLANET

Taking Climate Action

Increasing Equitable

Access to Nature Protecting

Healthy Water

S itk

_____ ————————

77 s?ﬂ

Top. Chicago
Wilderness Green
Vision Goals
(Chicago
Wilderness)

Bottom: gROWing
Chicago
prioritization map
(The Field
Museum, UIC,
MJV)
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Creating a Habitat Prioritization Strategy

Biodiversity

Factors for :
Consideration Equity
Connectivity
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Prioritization Projects PR T
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Thanks to funding from the B I Vel . SV ENq
Monarch Joint Venture, e SO
gROWing Chicago has formed : = ez ' Sl
habitat project partnerships — . G
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* NiSource and the City of
Griffith (in Griffith, Indiana)




Connect with the Rights-of-Way as Habitat Working Group!
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I(D:atrerlrée OdRelltly gﬁU%%ﬁng
artner Coordinator, Chicago Habitat

Conservation Agreements
coreil4@uic.edu

Sustainable Landscapes
Program,

Energy Resources Center,
University of lllinois
Chicago



mailto:coreil4@uic.edu
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